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a Primal Scene of Instruction [is] a model for the unavoidable
imposition of influence. The Scene — really a complete play, or process
— has six stages, through which the ephebe emerges (1) election
(seizure by the precursors power); (2) covenant (a basic agreement of
poetic vision between the precursor and ephebe); (3) the choice of a
rival inspiration (e.g., Wordsworth’s nature vs. Milton’s muse); (4) the
self- presentation of the ephebe as new incarnation of the ‘Poetical
Character’; (5) the ephebe’s interpretation of the precursor; (6) and the
ephebe’s revision of the precursor. Each of these stages then becomes
a level of interpretation of the ephebe’s poem.
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